
November(25,(2013

City of North Vancouver
141 West 14th Street
North Vancouver, BC V7M 1H9

Dear Mayor Mussatto and Members of Council:

I am writing on behalf of North Shore Heritage to express our concerns regarding 
development of the Lower Lonsdale area.  

Plans to make the shipyards area a testament to North Vancouver's maritime 
heritage have been steadily eroded over the years. We believe this is to the detriment 
of North Vancouver's future, as the preservation and effective use of these heritage 
assets has the potential to add real value to the area. 

Five years ago, the City of North Vancouver Council hastily decided to overturn its 
own heritage protection and allow the demolition of three heritage shipyard buildings, 
as part of a "sacrifice" that would allow the proposed National Maritime Centre to 
proceed. That centre, of course, was never built. 

The community has been assured on a number of occasions that the North 
Vancouver waterfront would embody a maritime theme encompassing the remaining 
heritage structures associated with the shipyards in this location.  

We were, at least, encouraged by the retention and renovation of the "yellow crane," 
which provides a distinctive landmark reminding visitors of the former activities critical 
to Canadian history. Efforts to preserve the stern of the Flamborough Head offered 
similar potential. However, we now hear that even these may now be under threat, 
while the future of the PGE building is unclear.

We strongly believe that, with other heritage assets now destroyed, the preservation 
of the Flamborough Head stern, yellow crane and PGE building should be a priority 
for the City Council, as an important cultural and historical asset that should be 
integrated into the future development of the area. 
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Not only do these structures honor the important and unique shipbuilding and 
wartime past of North Vancouver, but  their retention and integration into the 
development of the Lower Lonsdale area would have many positive consequences -- 
by leveraging additional reinvestment in the Lower Lonsdale community and 
economy, attracting more local visitors and tourists, and creating an area with real 
identity and "sense of place," rather than just another generic shopping and eating 
area. They would be a focal point for community events, activities and celebrations, 
encouraging artists, artisans and other cultural activities. Ideally these structures will 
be shared with other historic spaces. Finally, retention of the assets, combined with 
thoughtful urban and community planning, could promote architectural diversity -- as 
in Vancouver’s Gastown, where historic structures attract many visitors and give the 
area a unique identity.  

We request that North Vancouver City Council clarify the fate of the Flamborough 
Head, yellow crane and PGE building, and confirm that these structures will remain 
as permanent features of any future development of the North Vancouver waterfront.

Yours truly

Jennifer Clay
Vice President, North Shore Heritage
732 East 8th Street, North Vancouver
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