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Neighbourhood Small Grants  
 
The Neighbourhood Small Grants program was created by Vancouver 
Foundation in 1999. The program is based on a simple but powerful idea: when 
people feel a sense of connection to their neighbourhood — a sense of 
belonging — they are more likely to be engaged in activities that make it a 
better place to live. And when people are active in the life of their 
neighbourhood, our communities are strengthened from the ground up.  
 
Neighbourhood Small Grants help connect and engage residents in their 
community by encouraging them to come up with their own ideas for how their 
neighbourhood can be strengthened. Vancouver Foundation then funds those 
ideas. 

We believe that communities know what is best for their area, and so we 
ensure decisions about projects are made locally. We rely on resident Advisory 
Committees — made up of people living in the neighbourhood — to review the 
ideas submitted by residents and decide which ones to fund. 
 
Small grants of up to $500 (and two $1,000 grants in each neighbourhoood) are 
available for projects initiated and undertaken by local residents.  

Program Goals  
 
The Neighbourhood Small Grants program has the following goals: 
 
 To build leadership strength and capacity within neighbourhoods. To 

meet this goal, your project might identify or develop emerging leaders, or 
it might help strengthen the skills of existing leaders in the community. 
 

 To build a sense of belonging and inclusion by bringing neighbours 
together to work on a project of interest. To meet this goal, your project 
might bring together people who don’t know each other, or it might 
strengthen existing relationships with neighbours. 
 

 To recognize and embrace diversity by showcasing talent from various 
community members. To meet this goal, your project might showcase the 
skills of diverse community members or reach across ethnic, age, gender, or 
socioeconomic boundaries. 
 

 To expand and share existing residents’ skills, knowledge and 
connections. To meet this goal, your project might reach out to residents 
with valuable skills or knowledge to share their talents with other residents. 
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 To build pride of neighbourhoods. To meet this goal, your project might 
beautify an unused space, communally produce an art piece, or create an 
activity that support a sense of ownership in the neighbourhood. 

Guidelines 
 
 NSG awards grants up to $500 (including two $1000 grants per 

community)directly to individuals for resident-led projects that address one 
or more of the program goals 

 You are eligible to apply if you are a resident living in one of the following 
program areas: Vancouver, Burnaby, North Vancouver, West Vancouver, 
Burnaby, New Westminster, and the Whalley neighbourhood of Surrey 

 NSG grants are available for only residents and neighbourhood groups (not 
organizations) 

 At least two dedicated project organizers are required, which will increase 
your likelihood of success 

 Projects must take place on or before November 30, 2013 
 Projects must take place within the neighbourhood through which you 

applied 
 Applicants must not profit financially from the project 
 Projects must be socially acceptable to the majority of the community 
 Projects must comply with municipal by-laws and appropriate permissions 

must be obtained before the event takes place  
 Projects must not be retroactive (have already happened prior to the grant) 

Examples of Grants 
 
Origami Workshop 
Community Festivals 
Murals 

Little Libraries 
Block Parties 
Canning Workshops 

Talent Nights 
Knitting Groups 
Bee Keeping Primer

How to Apply for a Grant 
 
To apply for a grant, please determine your NSG neighbourhood and apply 
online at: 
 
 http://www.neighbourhoodsmallgrants.ca  
 
If you do not have access to a computer, the neighbourhood house or 
community organization will have paper copies of the application available. 
The 2013 application deadline is March 31, 2013. 
 
If you have questions or need help completing the application, please contact 
your local NSG Coordinator for your neighbourhood. 
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Responsibilities for Grantees 
 
 You must agree to document your project and provide documentation 

(pictures, videos, stories) to the NSG Coordinator in your neighbourhood 
 You are encouraged to submit a grant report/evaluation at the end of your 

project or event 
 You may be asked to account for project funds so please be prepared to 

produce receipts 
 

Preparing a Budget 
 
In the application, you will be asked to provide a list of expenses for your 
project. Please try to use the actual expected cost of the items. You might 
need to do some research for this. We encourage you to think creatively about 
how to get resources for your project, like using neighbourhood assets or 
getting items donated (such as materials, food, or space for the event). 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. How much of an honorarium can I give? 

If you feel an honorarium is required, i.e. the service is required for the 
success of the project, a maximum of $50.00 can be allowed.  

 
2. Are livestock allowed at events? 

Farm animals are not allowed at any event in the city, i.e. donkey and or 
pony rides. 

 
3. Can the small grant Cover city permits? 

Applicants must apply directly for city permits with their own means and 
the project must adhere to city bylaws. 

 
4. How much funding do block parties get awarded? 

Due to the large number of applications, in general, block parties are 
awarded $250.00 Projects are reviewed on a case-by-case basis to assess 
the activities of the event and how many people are engaged. 

 
5. Can the small grant support a fundraising activity? 

The project cannot financially benefit the individual, group, or third party. 
 
6. When is the deadline to finish the project? 

The deadline for all projects to finish is November 30, 2013.  
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7. Can we continue with the project after the deadline? 
Yes, we encourage projects to continue after the deadline.  

 
8. What if we need to by equipment for our project? 

If you are planning to buy anything with your grant dollars that will be 
useful after the project ends, such as tools, electronic devices, furniture, 
sports or outdoor equipment, please make sure first that the equipment is 
not available through a loan or donation. Any equipment must be stored at 
a common location and you must make sure that anyone who wants to use it 
can have access to it. 

 
9. Can we apply for more than one NSG grant? 

Applying for more than one grant is permitted, but applicants must ensure 
that they will able to carry out the projects as planned and in the time 
allowed. 

 
10. I live in an area where NSG boundaries overlap. Which neighborhood   

house should apply through? 
You can apply to whichever one you prefer, but you should only apply through 
one NSG area. 

 
11. What’s the difference between NSG grants and Greenest City NSG grants? 

The Greenest City NSG program is a partnership between Vancouver 
Foundation and the City of Vancouver. Greenest City NSG grants have a 
green focus. Our aim is to encourage local green initiatives, designed and 
undertaken by residents, right in their community. 

 
12. Can we apply for both a NSG grant and a Greenest City NSG grant? 

Applying in both grant programs is permitted, but applicants must ensure 
that they will able to carry out the projects as planned and in the time 
allowed. 
 

13. What’s the difference between NSG grants and DTES Small Arts Grants? 
The DTES Small Arts Grant program, founded in 2008, gives DTES artists the 
opportunity to advance their careers by expanding their portfolios and 
showcasing their work. Artists can receive funds of up to $1000. For more 
information, visit: http://vancouverfoundationsmallarts.ca.  
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NSG Program Areas 
 
The Neighbourhood Small Grants Program is delivered in partnership with 
community organizations. We currently operate in ten neighbourhoods: 
 

1. Mount Pleasant, Little Mountain 
Areas: Mount Pleasant, Olympic Village, Riley Park/South Cambie, Fairview, 
Shaughnessy (East of Granville), Granville Island 
 
Program Coordinator: Jenna Wray 
info@nsgproject.com 
Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 
Little Mountain Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 

 
2. South Vancouver, Collingwood 
Areas: Renfrew-Collingwood, Renfrew Heights, Victoria-Fraserview, 
Oakridge, Sunset, Marpole 
Program Coordinator: Sheri Parke 
sparke01@shaw.ca  
South Vancouver Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 
Collingwood Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 

 
3. Cedar Cottage, Kensington, Hastings-Sunrise 
Areas: Hastings-Sunrise, Kensington-Cedar Cottage, Grandview Woodland, 
Renfrew Heights 
Program Coordinator: Danielle Gauld 
nsg.east@gmail.com 
Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 
Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 
Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 

 
4. Carnegie, Strathcona, Ray-Cam 
Areas: Gastown, Downtown Eastside, Strathcona 
Program Coordinator: Roberta Robertson 
 roberta.nsgp@gmail.com 
Carnegie Community Centre, Vancouver 
Strathcona Community Centre, Vancouver 
Ray-Cam Community Centre, Vancouver 
 
5. West End 
Areas : West End, Coal Harbour, Davie Village, Downtown, Yaletown 
Program Coordinator: Sandra Goodridge 
gnhsmallgrants@gmail.com 
Gordon Neighbourhood House, West End, Vancouver 
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6. Kitsilano 
Areas: Kitsilano, Point Grey, Dunbar, Arbutus Ridge, Kerrisdale, 
Shaughnessy (West of Granville) 
Program Coordinator: Julie Rieter 
julier@kitshouse.org  
Kitsilano Neighbourhood House, Vancouver 
 
7. Burnaby 
Areas: All of Burnaby 
Community Program Coordinator: Branka Vlasic 
branka@sbnh.ca 
South Burnaby Neighbourhood House, Burnaby 
 
8. Surrey 
Areas: TBD 
Program Coordinator: Joyce Fan 
joycefan@oanh.ca 
Oak Avenue Neighbourhood Hub, Surrey 
 
9. North Shore 
Areas: North Vancouver, West Vancouver 
Program Coordinator: Tricia Alsop 
TAlsop@nsnh.bc.ca  
North Shore Neighbourhood House, North Vancouver 

 
10. New Westminster 
Areas: All of New Westminster 
Program Coordinator: Maylen Crespo 
mcrespo@fsgv.ca  
Family Services of Greater Vancouver 

This map shows the areas where the Neighbourhood Small Grants Program is 
offered. The pin points on the map are where the community organizations 
are located.  
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About Vancouver Foundation  
As a community foundation, our mission is to harness the gifts of energy, ideas, 
time, and money to make meaningful and lasting impacts in communities.  
 
Established in 1943 with a single gift of $1,000, Vancouver Foundation today 
manages more than 1,400 endowment funds totalling almost $735 million. 
These funds have been established by individuals, families, non-profit 
organizations, and businesses both large and small.  
 
Despite its name, Vancouver Foundation’s mandate is to fund across the 
province. In fact, we are one of the largest funders of non-profits and charities 
in B.C. In partnership with our donors, we have distributed more than $861 
million to communities and projects across B.C. since our formation. 
 
We have two priority areas. The first is youth homelessness, an issue we have 
been addressing since 2008 through our Youth Homelessness Initiative. The 
second priority emerged from a community consultation we did in the summer 
of 2011, when we discovered that people feel a growing sense of isolation and 
disengagement from the life of their community. We are focusing our efforts 
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and resources on supporting initiatives and projects that deepen people’s 
connections with and engagement in their community, and that help build 
bridges between neighbours and neighbourhoods, between residents of 
different ages, cultures and backgrounds, and between marginalized people 
and the larger community.  
 
For more information about Vancouver Foundation, please visit: 
www.vancouverfoundation.ca  
 

 
 

 


