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FACT: Vancouver is known as having North America’s third largest film industry.   
Identified Problem
There are about fifteen different film festivals that occur in Vancouver annually 
(see appendix); each packed with films pertaining to their own wonderful genres.  
The Vancouver International Film Festival (VIFF) alone showcases movies from 
60+ countries.  With so many different interesting film festivals occurring 
throughout the year, it is a mere impossibility to attend and stay informed of them 
all.  Furthermore, with the closure of most video/DVD rental facilities and the 
move towards acquiring or renting movies online, most festival films have 
become difficult to obtain after the festival’s are finished as these films are often 
times deemed non-mainstream and low on the list of priority to make available to 
the public.
Goal
To provide the public with better access to the festival films that tour through 
Vancouver annually.
Proposed Solution 
Film Festival Archives: a physical facility where all of the festival films which tour 
through the Lower Mainland annually, are archived and made available to the 
public.  Such a facility would be the first of its kind in the Vancouver area to 
house and store all of the various festival films in one location.  One of the main 
purposes of having a physical location as such would be to make these festival 
films available and accessible to the public on-site.  
Benefits
Multi-Purpose Infrastructure. 
Adjoined to multi-purpose viewing auditorium with large screen to be shared as a 
conference facility, public theatre, and screening centre the Festival Archives will 



host a selection of screening rooms for small groups and a small screening 
battery for individuals. 
Revenue Generating Community Space
A large concession area will not only facilitate community interaction, but with an 
exceptional café and restaurant operating 16hrs/day it will generate significant 
revenues fueling the social service oriented aspects of the Archives. 
Digital Archive
The digital archive, available online as well as via our on-site facilities will not 
only provide a vital service to the film makers of the festivals the archive will 
service, but it will also generate revenue 24/7 through online rentals.
Cultural Magentism
Adding to the cultural infrastructure of Canada and the Lower Mainland in 
general and North Vancouver in particular, this facility would further solidify our 
place on the global map as a place of innovation and cultural vitality.
  
Why the waterfront area in North Vancouver?  
Scholarship / Community / Cultural Tourism 
Having such a unique facility located at the heart of the waterfront would attract 
people from all over the lower mainland to visit North Vancouver.  The Film 
Festival Archives along with other arts and cultural organizations in the Lower 
Lonsdale area, such as the Presentation House Gallery, North Vancouver 
Museum & Archives, and the café for contemporary art would serve to connect 
the public to relevant cultural happenings thereby making Lower Lonsdale a 
destination for intellectual and cultural stimulation. Furthermore, while offering 
greater profile to the myriad festivals occurring in the region, the facilities would 
be a destination for film and cultural studies scholars from far and wide.  
Additionally, such a centre would be an ideal adjunct to the Capilano University’s 
Film Studies programme offering a unique educational facility that would be as 
open to students as the public. 
Regarding Architecture
Reflecting the environmental consciousness of our generation and community, 
the facility will be built using low-cost, often reclaimed materials, composed in a 
manner that references or implies the multi-layered history of the site.
Reference Facilities
Kunsthalle Platoon, Seoul/Berlin




Appendix

Annual Film Festivals in Vancouver (selection)
1 Vancouver International Film 

Festival (VIFF)
Vancouver's biggest and most famous film festival, 
bringing the best of world cinema to Vancouver.

2 Vancouver Short Film 
Festival (BC’s best shorts) 
(VSFF)

The Vancouver Short Film Festival debuted in 
2009, having transformed from the Vancouver 
Student Film Festival into a festival promoting both 
professional and student filmmakers and new 
media artists.

3 Vancouver Festival of Ocean 
Films (VFOF)

At VFOF, our goal is to inspire and stimulate 
people to explore their relationship with the ocean 
by bringing together local and international 
filmmakers and presenters in a multimedia event 
and film competition.

4 Vancouver Asian Film 
Festival (VAFF)

Now in its 15th year, the annual VAFF showcases 
contemporary Asian cinema--usually made by 
North Americans of Asian descent. 

5 Vancouver Queer Film 
Festival (VQFF)

Following the Vancouver Pride Parade and Pride 
Festival, this annual film fest brings the best in 
world, queer independent cinema to Vancouver.

6 DOXA Documentary Film 
Festival

DOXA is a week-long annual film festival 
dedicated to bringing the best in independent and 
Canadian documentaries to Vancouver.

7 Vancouver Latin American 
Film Festival (VLAFF)

VLAFF is a registered  non-profit charitable 
organization with the mission to provide a forum 
for the promotion and exhibition of Latin American 
cinema. This annual festival promotes dialogue 
between cultures and explores historical and 
social issues through the eyes of filmmakers.



8 Women in Film and 
Television Vancouver 
(WIFTV)

Women In Film & Television Vancouver (WIFTV) is 
a member driven not for profit-profit society.  Their 
main objectives are: to further the artistic and 
professional development of women in the 
Canadian screen-based media community; and to 
recognize and promote the artistic and 
professional contributions of women in the 
Canadian screen-based media community and in 
the community at large.

9 Vancouver Jewish Film 
Festival (VJFF)

The annual VJFF brings contemporary Jewish 
films from around the world to Vancouver, plus 
panel discussions and other events.

10 South Asian Film Festival 
(SAFF)

SAFF Canada truly reflects the vibrant diversity 
that is South Asian Cinema. From the major film 
centres throughout India, to the rich film cultures of 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, 
Nepal, Bhutan and the Maldives, SAFF is 
committed to showcasing the best feature, 
documentary and animation films, filmmakers and 
actors from the Region.

11 The Reel to Real: A 
Celebration of Moving 
Images for Youth Society

The Reel to Real: A Celebration of Moving Images 
for Youth Society is a non-profit registered charity 
dedicated to showing the best in culturally diverse, 
authentic programming for youth. Reel to Real 
presents the R2R Film Festival and media arts 
programming year-round.

12 World Community Film 
Festival (Codev)

CoDevelopment Canada is a B.C.-based NGO 
that works for social change and global education 
in the Americas. Founded in 1985 by a group of 
activists who wanted to go beyond financial aid, 
CoDev builds partnerships between like-minded 
organizations in Canada and Latin America to 
foster learning, social change, and community 
empowerment.  These partnerships educate 
Canadians about Latin America and allow them to 
directly support the region. Such connections build 
solidarity, mutual understanding and ultimately 
improve prospects for a fairer global order.
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13 Amnesty International Film 
Festival

The AIFF is dedicated to showcasing films that 
bring human rights issues to light. The festival 
includes 20 films, a gala opening, and an 
exhibition of protest art.

14 European Union Film Festival Each year, the EU film fest brings 25 outstanding 
contemporary films from the EU's 27 member 
countries to downtown Vancouver.
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